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Enjoy the Benefits 
of Membership
Be part of our dynamic intellectual community! We 
curate talks, lab tours, and trips on the future of 
science and engineering exclusively for Associates 
members. Each program features Caltech's 
distinguished leaders, faculty, and researchers. 

Additional benefits: 

• Gain access to Caltech’s fitness center and
credit union as well as the Athenaeum, the
faculty club where Albert Einstein lived while
serving as a Caltech visiting professor in the
early 1930s.

• Enjoy discounted tickets to performing arts
productions through Caltech Live!

• Take advantage of complimentary VIP seating
for the Earnest C. Watson Lecture Series.

• Power Caltech’s science and engineering
with your annual dues, which may be tax
deductible.

• Receive an invitation to our annual tour of JPL.

CONTACT US
Web: associates.caltech.edu

Email: caltechassociates@caltech.edu 

Membership: (626) 395-4858

Event registration: (626) 395-6392



Dear friends, 

I am delighted to share with you the Winter–
Summer 2020 calendar that explores how 
dynamic science and technology can intersect 
with, and even improve, our lives.

As you can see from our redesigned calendar, 
changes are under way for the Caltech 
Associates. You can look forward to new lecture 
formats, exciting panels, once-in-a-lifetime 
travel programs, and more accessible topics in 
science that range from the food we eat to the 
habits we form to the future of our planet. Our 
diverse offerings reflect feedback from surveys 
and conversations I’ve had with Associates 
leaders and members. I hope you’re as excited 
as I am about what’s to come. 

Since 1926, the Caltech Associates has 
connected Institute scientists and engineers 
to lifelong learners, community and business 
leaders, and alumni. I encourage you to make 
the most of your membership. Attend an 
Associates event, visit our online member 
directory, and take advantage of VIP seating 
the next time you attend a Watson Lecture. 

This unique and powerful community is strong 
and vibrant because of your involvement and 
support. Thank you! I look forward to seeing 
you soon.

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE D IRECTOR 

Catherine E. Reeves 
EXECUTIVE D IRECTOR, CALTECH ASSOCIATES 

Warmest regards,
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Yisong Yue explores how 
advanced machine-learning 
technologies can be 
applied to real-world uses. 
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Discover cooking as one of the original applied sciences with two 
of Caltech's best-known kitchen scientists. Learn how microbes 
and high heat transform raw ingredients, and how knowing basic 
principles of kitchen science can help us become better cooks. Food 
scientist and author Harold McGee (BS ’73) and Caltech cooking 
instructor Tom Mannion invite you to enjoy a special dinner with 
them as they delve into the chemistry and physics of deliciousness. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25

The Elements of Cooking
NORTHERN CALI FORN IA

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4 

Creating a sustainable future is among the greatest challenges—
and opportunities—of our time. Innovations under way at Caltech 
will address the difficult problems that must be solved if we are 
to assure future supplies of food, water, materials, and energy 
while we manage the growing impact of climate change. Provost 
David Tirrell and Professor Jonas Peters, director of the Resnick 
Sustainability Institute, will share how Caltech’s bold ideas, 
coupled with a transformational gift, will shape a greener future. 

Toward a Sustainable Future 
PASADENA

Think artificial intelligence is confined to the "minds" of robots? 
Advanced algorithms are taking on roles traditionally performed 
by humans and are accelerating science research. Join Professor 
Yisong Yue to learn how an AI-enhanced future may help 
paralyzed patients walk again, allow for smoother, safer rides on 
airplanes, and build a better earthquake-monitoring system. 

Powering the Future with AI 
THURSDAY, MARCH 12 EAST COAST
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Brain + Gut: The 
Future of Medicine 

Within our gastrointestinal tract, 100 trillion bacteria are 
growing and thriving. These microbes can access the deepest 
regions of our brain and may have the ability to affect our 
thoughts and emotions. Professor Sarkis Mazmanian will 
share his transformative research on the brain-gut connection 
and how it can inform new ways to treat autism and 
Parkinson’s disease.

THURSDAY, APRIL 9

Sarkis Mazmanian was 
among the first to study 
links between the gut 
microbiome and disease. 

ORANGE COUNTY
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There are goals we want to fulfill but can never quite achieve: 
make smarter investments, attain a work-life balance, lose 
those last 10 pounds. Delve into the neuroscience behind 
all this with Caltech professors Colin Camerer and John 
O'Doherty and author Wendy Wood to learn how our brain 
is wired for decision-making, and then get the habit-forming 
tools you need to create lasting change. 

Sponsored by the Caltech Employees Federal Credit Union.  

Breaking the Bad

An illustration of the 
brain's connectivity 
using diffusion tensor 
imaging technology 
from the Caltech Brain 
Imaging Center.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29 PASADENA
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Gather with the Caltech community in New York City to learn how 
Caltech is changing the world. Meet faculty who are pushing the 
boundaries of science and engineering and whose research has been 
supported by Break Through: The Caltech Campaign and its donors. 

Break Through on the Road: 
An Evening of Discovery
THURSDAY, JUNE 18 EAST COAST
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JPL has turned moonshot ideas into real-life voyages 
to space for more than 80 years. With each launch of 
a satellite, observatory, or rover, we learn more about 
the universe and the potential for life on distant worlds. 
Preview new instruments being built for space exploration 
at JPL, which is managed by Caltech for NASA, and hear 
from specialists not always available on the public tour.

More than Rocket Science: 
A Private Tour of JPL 

MAY  – JULY

JPL employees celebrate 
news that the Mars InSight 
lander successfully touched 
down on the surface of Mars. 
(Credit: NASA/Bill Ingalls) 

SUMMER 2020 PASADENA + WESTSIDE
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Travel Programs
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Experience the natural wonders of the Grand Canyon and 
the Colorado River on a river rafting excursion with Professor 
Michael Lamb. Travel 188 miles of calm and swift-moving 
rapids to see ancient groundwater passages and symphony-
sized caverns. Then, at night, venture onto nearby hiking trails 
and sleep under the stars. 

Only six spots remain!

River Rafting through 
the Grand Canyon 
JULY 21–27, 2020

Palomar Observatory
For more than 80 years, Caltech’s Palomar Observatory 
has expanded our knowledge of the cosmos. See how 
researchers are using Palomar’s telescopes today to 
understand some of humanity’s most fundamental 
questions: Is there life beyond Earth? How vast and 
complex is our universe? 

President’s Circle members will be given priority registration.

MAY 20–22, 2020

Aboard the National Geographic Explorer, travel to Antarctica 
for once-in-a-lifetime experiences. In this wild and remote 
location, visit a penguin colony, kayak near icebergs, and 
learn more about the ocean and Earth’s changing ecology and 
climate with Professor Andrew Thompson. 

Open to Associates and Caltech alumni and parents.

Cruise to Antarctica 
JANUARY 27–FEBRUARY 7, 2021
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More Ways to Connect
Your Associates membership provides a gateway to Caltech’s 
science, people, and programs. You are welcome to engage 
further with this unique community by attending events outside 
of Associates programming.

Caltech’s public programs bring a diverse set of performing artists to 
Pasadena each year. Mention your Associates membership when you 
call or visit the ticket office to enjoy discounts. Unless otherwise noted, 
all programs are held at Beckman Auditorium. 
events.caltech.edu/series/pa

Kres Mersky: The Life and Times of A. Einstein 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 25 

BeijingDance/LDTX 
FEBRUARY 21–22
At the Ambassador Auditorium in Pasadena 

Eileen Ivers & Universal Roots 
SUNDAY, MARCH 15

Capitol Steps 
SATURDAY, MAY 2 

Wolfgang’s Magical Musical Circus
SUNDAY, MAY 17 
 

Caltech Live!
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The Associates and the Athenaeum are connected through a shared 
history. Two of our founding members, Allan C. Balch and Janet Balch, 
funded the construction of the Athenaeum in 1929 to provide a gathering 
place for the Associates. Known as the “hearthstone of the Associates,” 
the Athenaeum continues to serve as a meeting place for many of our 
programs and people. 

As an Associate, you are eligible to become a member of the Athenaeum, 
which hosts its own events.  
athenaeumcaltech.com

Scotch Tasting
FRIDAY, JANUARY 24

Steakhouse Dinner Prix-Fixe
THURSDAY, JANUARY 30

Valentine’s Day Dinner  
and Dance 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14  

Vegan Dinner Prix-Fixe
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27

Athenaeum 

Wine Dinner 
FRIDAY, MARCH 27

Easter Brunch
SUNDAY, APRIL 12

Mother’s Day Brunch 
SUNDAY, MAY 10 

Chef’s Cooking Class
Offered on a monthly basis  
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Becoming Caltech, Building a Research 
Community, 1910–1930 
BEGINNING MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10
An exhibit from the Caltech Archives celebrates the 100th 
anniversary of the naming of Caltech.  
archives.caltech.edu/about

Explore Caltech 
SATURDAY, MARCH 14
This family-friendly event offers hands-on science 
demonstrations and presentations. 

Giving Day 
THURSDAY, APRIL 2
When the entire Caltech community comes together to 
propel Caltech's education and world-leading research 
forward.  
givingday.caltech.edu

83rd Annual Seminar Day 
SATURDAY, MAY 16
Immerse yourself in a day of lifelong learning with 
presentations from faculty, students, and JPL researchers. 
alumni.caltech.edu/reunion

Campus Events
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The Watson Lectures are free public lectures that feature 
faculty and researchers from Caltech and JPL speaking on their 
current, leading research endeavors. When you mention your 
Associates membership you will receive premier seating.  
events.caltech.edu/series/watson

The Legacy of the Spitzer Space Telescope 
with Thomas Soifer 
Harold Brown Professor of Physics, Emeritus 
Director, Spitzer Science Center
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29 

Megasupramolecules: When Disaster Leads to Discovery
with Julia A. Kornfield
Professor of Chemical Engineering 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 

The Rise of Oxygen in the Atmosphere: A View from Deep 
Earth 
with Claire E. Bucholz 
Assistant Professor of Geology 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1 

A Geodesy Odyssey: Mapping Disasters from Space 
with Susan Owen 
Principal Investigator and Project Scientist, Advanced Rapid 
Imaging and Analysis for Natural Hazards, JPL
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22 

Quantum Matter: Why Does it Matter?
with Xie Chen 
Associate Professor of Theoretical Physics
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13 

Earnest C. Watson  
Lecture Series 

A girl visits a booth at a 2019 Explore 
Caltech event, formerly known as 
Science for March. (Credit: Caltech 
Postdoc Association)
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BOARD MEMBERS
Chip Fairchild, President
Stephen Rogers, Past President
Jane Factor
Bill Bogaard
Lynda Boone Fetter
Ginger Caldwell
Michael Cann
C. Joseph Chang
Mary Ann Cloyd
Tracy Fu (BS ’92)
Betty Huang
Richard Karp (BS ’64)
Erich Kreidler
Susan Murakami (BS ’75)
Karen Roberts (BS ’74)
Samantha Seaward (BS ’91)
Evangelos Simoudis (BS ’83) 
Linda Tolbert
Joe Witte
Joseph Yang (BS ’86, PhD ’91)
James Zhu (PhD ’94)

PRESIDENTS EMERITI
Fred Blum (PhD ’68)
Lynda Boone Fetter
Hannah Bradley
Jane Factor
John H. Glanville
Cathleen A. Godzik
Robert T. Jenkins (BS ’65)
Carl V. Larson (BS ’52)
Ilene O. Marshall
Priscilla McClure
Ananth Natarajan
Margaret Richards
Elizabeth Loucks Samson
Tom Tisch (BS ’61)
Elizabeth Tito
Thomas J. Tyson (BS ’54, PhD ’67)
Kathleen M. Wiltsey

Cover: A view of Palomar 
Observatory's Oscar G. Mayer 
Memorial Building using a slow shutter 
speed. The building houses a 60-inch 
telescope. (Credit: Palomar/Caltech) 

California Institute of Technology
1200 E. California Blvd., MC 5-32
Pasadena, CA 91125
associates.caltech.edu

With special thanks to the 
Caltech Employees Federal 
Credit Union for their support. 




